***INFO PACKET CONTENT ASSUMES A FULLY IN PERSON RETURN TO SCHOOL IN FALL 2021 WHICH IS
STILL TO BE DETERMINED

Our Mission

The Cottonwood School’s mission is to provide a creative learning environment where
students develop a sense of place and become stewards of the natural world and
active citizens within their community.

Our Vision

Our vision is to look beyond classroom walls. We believe that healthy communities are
created by engaged, informed, and compassionate citizens. Through service,
integrated curriculum and experiential learning, we provide opportunities for our
students to actively build relationships locally, inspiring them to become catalysts of
change in a global community.

The Cottonwood School Core Values

Values that guide teaching, learning, and decision-making at CSCS
Commitment to Place-based Education
We believe that children learn better when they can connect broad concepts to the
place where they live. Place-based education creates and sustains healthy
communities by fostering deep relationships between students and our natural and
human environment. We build lasting relationships with community partners. We merge
student learning goals with the goals of our partners as students work with local
organizations and agencies to do real work and practice authentic civic engagement.
Examples of place-based education in our school include fieldwork, overnight trips,
guest speakers, and student-created projects for community partners.

Deep, Authentic Learning
We foster student curiosity through authentic, inquiry-based projects in our community.
Students learn to think critically and practice collaboration throughout their
educational career at Cottonwood. We value the place-based learning approach,
which is thematic, experiential, and multi-disciplinary, and incorporates many elements
of both project-based and problem-based learning. We prioritize depth of learning over
breadth. We dedicate ourselves to the professional growth of our educators and to
moving from teacher-directed instruction to student-centered learning.
Educating the Whole Child
The Cottonwood School is an inclusive community that strives to foster a sense of
belonging and significance in each individual. We nurture resilient human beings who
are confident and capable problem solvers. Our community members take
responsibility for themselves and each other through empathy and compassionate
action. We partner with families to better serve the needs of the whole child.
Examples: Positive Discipline, Responsive Classrooms, All-School Meetings, Animal
Families, class meetings and morning meetings, appreciation circles, teacher-led and
peer mediation, culturally responsive teaching practices, “teaching” recess and lunch,
community-building focused fieldwork, buddy classrooms, character traits, zones of
regulation, calming corner
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
The Cottonwood School believes that the full education of a student depends and
relies upon a diverse, equitable and inclusive school environment. We value different
lived experiences and integrate the voices of our school-community members, while
also inviting insight from our larger community. We apply a culturally responsive
approach to our teaching and our decision-making. We incorporate the histories,
perspectives, and experiences of different groups of people who are traditionally left
out of school curricula.
Environmental Sustainability
The aim of place-based education is to sustain and improve the health of our
environment, which includes both the natural world and the human community.
Sustainability is a holistic and interdependent concept that is considered across the
curriculum. We educate ourselves about the impact of humans on the earth and
develop skills for tackling present and future challenges including climate change. We
“walk our talk” by adopting and modeling sustainability practices in our classrooms,
building, and habits.

Our History

The Southwest Charter School (currently The Cottonwood School) submitted its initial
charter application to Portland Public Schools (PPS) in July of 2005. In November of the
same year, PPS rejected the application because the curriculum was not deemed
“unique.” Southwest Charter School appealed the decision to PPS, clarifying the
curriculum model, and in December of 2005, PPS rejected the appeal.
In January of 2006, PPS requested to meet with representatives of Southwest Charter
School to consider the option of opening a westside environmental school. However,
PPS, mired in a budget crisis and $60 million shortfall, called off the plans for a new
westside school.
In April of 2006, Southwest Charter School submitted an application to the Oregon
Department of Education. ODE’s initial response was to require PPS and Southwest
Charter School to meet with a mediator to see if an arrangement could be made for a
PPS-sponsored charter. The mediation meeting was held in October of 2006 and was
unsuccessful.
In December of 2006, Southwest Charter School representatives met with ODE staff to
review the Southwest Charter School application and process. In March of 2007, after
evaluation by ODE staff and independent reviewers, ODE recommended to the State
Board of Education that Southwest Charter School be sponsored by the state. In April,
the Board approved the staff recommendation and voted to sponsor Southwest
Charter School. In September of 2007, Southwest Charter School opened its doors to the
children of Portland. In the fall of 2017, Southwest Charter School changed its name to
The Cottonwood School of Civics & Science.

Our Name

In the spring of 2017, the school community agreed to change the name of Southwest
Charter School to The Cottonwood School of Civics and Science. They felt the school
needed a name that more directly communicated its mission of civic engagement and
scientific inquiry, and spoke to the school’s immediate sense of place.
The reference to civics and science summarizes our focus on fieldwork and democratic
participation, something that has characterized the school’s work from its inception. The
Cottonwood School is also located directly next to Cottonwood Bay on the Willamette
River, and holds a special place in the heart of the community—most importantly, its
students. Teachers, students and family volunteers venture frequently to this riverside
spot to study plants and animals, clean up and take care of the landscape, or simply
play. Symbolically, Cottonwood tree seeds disperse across the neighborhood, just as
our students can be found working in all corners of the community.

Family Expectations

As a charter school, when considering all state school funding that is allocated per
pupil, we receive approximately 53% of each education dollar. That means your
neighborhood school receives about $12,000 per student, and we get about $6,360 per
student each year. In addition we pay a high rent for our urban space. This means we
have to do more with less, and we need your help to do it!

Each year, all families are expected to contribute 24 hours of service work to the
school, with at least two fieldwork experiences as part of those hours. We have
volunteer opportunities in every aspect of our school. Some are directly tied to the
classroom: chaperoning, assisting with centers, reading or math support. Others support
the school as a whole: office support, PTO, board membership, work parties, cleaning,
painting, safety patrol, building, and more.

Students and Class Size

We currently have approximately 200 students, which span grades K-8. Grades K-2 are
currently limited to 22 students each, and grades 3-8 are capped at 24 students.
We have the following nine classrooms:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Kindergarten
Two 1st/2nd Classes
One 3rd Class
Two 4th/5th Classes
One 6th Class
One 7th Class
One 8th Class

By breaking out 3rd grade, we address, in a concentrated manner, the needs of these
students as they move from the stage of “learning to read” to “reading to learn.” This
allows us to ensure that these students progress forward with a more solid base in
literacy. For the 6th graders, we have recognized the need to ground these students in
some of the higher level thinking and work production that is required in the middle and
high school years. The 6th grade also spends a lot of time exploring the topic of identity
to strengthen their self-concept as they enter their teenage years. In grades 1/2, 4/5
and 7/8, by having blends, this allows students to develop stronger connections over
the two years with the same teacher and also gives students leadership opportunities in
their 2nd year of the blend.

Enrollment
Applying
The lottery for the 2021-22 school year is now open. Applications are available on our
website. Lottery applications must be received (not postmarked) no later than 5pm on
April 1, 2021. A separate lottery application must be completed for each student
interested in attending the Cottonwood School. Twins are no exception. Each lottery
application is assigned an application number. A computer program randomizes the list
of application numbers, and assigns each application number a lottery number (rank).
This process takes place on April 17th on site after the data from lottery applications has
been entered.
When the process is complete, families are informed of the lottery results by email.
Starting in late April, we offer placement by grade to the next student on the lottery list,
in the order their application was selected by lottery. When enrollment is full, all
remaining applicants are placed on a wait list in the order their application number was
selected by lottery. When space becomes available, we notify the next family on the
waitlist. Lottery applications are not carried over from year to year. Families who apply
to the 2021-22 lottery (but are not offered enrollment) must re-apply in the 2022-23
lottery if they still wish to attend Cottonwood.

Out-of-district applicants, who do not declare that they will reside within Portland Public
School boundaries by July 15, 2021 will be considered separately and offered
enrollment only when all in-district applicants have been considered. Out-of-district
applicants who declare that they will reside within Portland Public School boundaries by
July 15, 2021 and who are offered enrollment, must provide their Portland Public Schools
district address by July 15, 2021 to retain their placement in the school. If an applicant
cannot provide proof of residency within the PPS District by July 15, 2021 the offer of
enrollment will be withdrawn and their application will be removed from in-district
consideration. Each new student is required to submit two original documents as proof
of residency by July 15, 2021.

Lottery – Saturday, April 17, 2021 @ 10am (live attendance pending)
At the lottery meeting, we will draw names randomly to fill any available spots in our
classes and to form our waiting lists. Those who reside within the boundaries of the
Portland Public School district will receive preference over those who reside
out-of-district. The lottery meeting is a public meeting, but you are not required to be
present.
Being Notified
After the lottery meeting, we will notify families via email within two weeks about their
spot in the school or their rank on the waiting list. We will offer you no more than one
week to make a decision about taking the spot in the school. During that time, if school
is in session, you and/or your child may visit the school. As we work our way through
waiting lists, we may notify you during the summer. If that happens, you will have to
make the decision without a visit to the school, so please make use of the Open House
and/or in-school Information sessions to inform yourself about our school. Be prepared
to make a quick decision! Beginning in August and through the next school year, we will
shorten the time for a decision to just two weekdays.
School Visits
If school is in session when you are offered a spot at the school, we can arrange for you
and/or your child to visit a class. Please call the school to make these arrangements as
soon as you can after you have been notified of an enrollment offer. There are no visits
available during the summer or without an enrollment offer, so again, please take
advantage of our Open House and/or in-school Information Sessions.
Waiting Lists
Our waiting lists stay in effect through the entire school year. If we do not contact you
before the start of the school year, we could offer your student a spot through winter
break of the following school year.
Available Spots
The Kindergarten class typically has the most openings, but we do not know yet how
many. Siblings of existing students will fill some of the spaces. In other classes, there may
be few to no spots available at the time of the lottery. Know that things do move over

the summer months. Due to the unforeseen, we always have a few spaces that open
up even as late as September.
Siblings
Siblings of existing students get the top priority in the enrollment process. For newly
applying students, if a sibling gains a spot, we will move their siblings up on the waiting
list once all enrollment forms are complete and submitted for the first student.
Kindergarten
State law requires that students joining Kindergarten must be 5 years old on or before
September 1, 2021, and there are no exceptions.

School Hours
Full-day, K-8th

Start

Dismissal

Monday-Thursday

8:20am

3:00pm

Friday

8:20am

1:30pm

Fees
For all students, The Cottonwood School asks for one annual fee: this fee covers all field
work and school supplies. In the case of field work, this fee covers all of the admissions
costs and transportation charges for the regular and extensive field work we do
throughout the school year. The supplies fee covers all of the school supplies needed for
the classroom, instead of having each family buy supplies for their individual student(s).
Last fall we introduced a sliding scale for the pricing which is explained in more detail
below.
Why a sliding Scale?
A sliding scale fee structure gives all families the opportunity to pay what they can and
allows families the opportunity to directly support other families when possible. In the
past we have given a discount to those that can pay in full up front. This gives the
discount to those who are fortunate enough to be able to pay in full while not offering
support to those who may not have the resources to pay all of the fees at once. .
Our sliding scale requires your active participation. Building economic justice takes
some time and effort. By using a sliding scale, we are practicing economic solidarity:
we are collaborating with all our families to create a more equitable, inclusive and just
community. We hope that our sliding scale allows all families to pay something and feel
positive about supporting the school community, whether it be by paying as much as

you possibly can toward your student’s fees or paying beyond to help a family that may
really need it. As a charter school we really do need the $225.00 we have billed in the
past from each student. We budget to receive most of that money, and it is all spent on
exactly what it is billed for.
When you pay your supply and fieldwork fees at Cottonwood, you are doing more than
providing pencils and paper for your kid(s). You are contributing to our mission by
modeling kindness and service, promoting sustainability, and building community. You
make it possible for our teachers to focus on their curriculum and the children, knowing
all students have what they need to get their projects and school work done. We know
we are all here because we believe in the Cottonwood model. These fees really help us
to get there!
Step 1: See where your family falls on the sliding scale
When selecting a level on our sliding scale, we encourage you to contribute at the
income level that is meaningful, significant, and affordable for you. The sliding scale
chart below is based on income in the Portland Metro Area. Please consider sliding up
the scale if you are able to. This information is confidential and no student is treated
differently based on familial financial contribution.
SLIDING SCALE CALCULATOR:
Pick which letter matches your household size and gross monthly income
Household
size

A

B

2

$1,890

$2,520

3

$2,390

4

C

D

E

$3,150

$3,982

$5,021

$3,180

$3,970

$5,019

$6,330

$2,880

$3,840

$4,800

$6,067

$7,651

5

$3,370

$4,500

$5,620

$7,105

$8,960

6

$3,780

$5,160

$6,450

$8,153

$10,281

7

$4,360

$5,820

$7,280

$9,201

$11,603

8

$4,860

$6,480

$8,100

$10,238

$12,911

Fee price for each child in your household
A

B

C

D

E

$75

$125

$175

$225

$300

Please note: any payments above the base rate of $225.00 are tax-deductible
donations to our scholarship fund. When filing for taxes, please use our tax
ID# 20-2738271. Thank you!
Step 2: Consider factors beyond income
Other factors besides income affect your financial status. Some groups of people have
specific costs and barriers that the larger population is not affected by. Other groups
have access to resources that are not always reflected in their lifestyle choices, income
levels and familial support. Please consider other factors when choosing the amount
you pay. We really hope this helps families and we are able to hit our target as well.
Consider contributing more when you ...
● Own your home
● Have retirement accounts, investments, or inherited money
● Were raised upper-middle or owning class
● Have the ability to prioritize expenses including discretionary expenses like
travel, dining out, entertainment, etc.
● Have access to credit or low barriers to purchasing big items
● Have a multi-income earning family, with access to family money and
resources in times of need or other support
● Have a relatively high degree of earning power* due to your education level
(or other privileges you may have associated with race, gender, citizenship
status, class background, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical ability,
etc).
*Even if you are not currently exercising your earning power, we ask you to recognize
when this is a choice and consider contributing more.
Consider paying less when you ...
● are supporting more children, other dependents, or sending remittances
● have significant debt to income ratio
● have medical expenses not covered by insurance
● are on a fixed income, such as senior citizens
● have chronic health needs or disabilities that have financial implications
● Have limited access to resources, credit, savings, etc
● are impacted by systemic and historic oppression
● are impacted by state violence (e.g. refugees, asylees and injustice in our
criminal system)
● have to choose between basic needs and the ability to pay at a higher level
Thank you for trying this out with us! If our sliding scale does not reach the price you
need and you would like a lower fee or would like to make a larger contribution, please
contact Our Executive Director.

Step 3: Paying your fees
The sliding scale system operates on the honor system and we are trusting each of you
to pay the maximum amount that you are able to.
Once you choose the amount you can pay, please note that payment plans are still
available and you can set up auto-pay in installments and pay over 10 months on our
school website.
*We would like to thank Zenger Farm, Portland Oregon, for developing this more just and
equitable participatory model and for graciously allowing us to adapt its use for our school.

Overnight Fees for upper grades
The older grades also do overnight trips. The 4/5 classes go on an overnight trip every
spring. For example, one year they were studying the ocean biome, so the classes
went to Newport Beach to study tide pools and explore the aquarium. For the overnight
they had the opportunity to sleep inside the shark tubes at the aquarium. There is a fee
of $120 per student for the 4/5 overnight. The 6th grade goes to outdoor school each
year. Currently this trip is paid for by Outdoor School for All, and we hope that this will
continue for years to come. The 7/8 classes participate in two trips every year, one in
the fall and again in the spring. These trips are for community building, academic
learning, and relevant outdoor adventures, which together costs approximately $500
per student. Payment plans and scholarships are available.

Before and After School Programs
(pending a full return to in person learning)

The Cottonwood School outsources Before School and After School Enrichment. The
daily care is provided on site. The Before School Program begins at 7am and the After
School Enrichment Program runs each school day until 6pm. More information about
fees and the program coming.

What does it mean to be a place-based school?
Place-based education is more than learning about the place where we live, although
that is a key component. Below are a few essential elements of the place-based
approach.

Community Engagement
When we develop projects, we ask the question “what does our community need?” in
addition to outlining what our students need to know. Student work is not just for the
teacher, but is a way for the student to more fully engage with community members
and organizations, while learning deeply and a topic or issue. This work is not just an
“add-on,” but is infused throughout the overall project curriculum. Young people gain
hands-on experience with leadership skills and the democratic process by actively
engaging with their community.

Community Partners
Building relationships with community partners helps us to become more involved and
invested in our community and allows us to fulfill our mission of providing authentic work
for students. These relationships can take several years to develop, but are critical for
creating a stable program. Working with partner agencies and organizations also
ensures civic engagement and authentic audiences. We seek and honor multiple,
diverse perspectives to build a more complete and inclusive understanding of the
places we live. We apply the lenses of eco- and social- justice when developing
partnerships and projects.
Fieldwork
One of the primary goals of place-based education is building healthy, sustainable
communities both in and beyond school walls. Fieldwork is the learning in action: the
data collection, observation, and interviewing that students need to gain information
about a topic and complete a project. When students go into the field to work, they
are using their community as a laboratory; the world outside the school becomes the
classroom.
Knowing Our Place
One of the intended outcomes of PBE is for students to have a better understanding
and appreciation of our natural environment, local histories, and current events.
Because of this, the life sciences and social studies are front and center in our
place-based curriculum. All of our place-based work is rooted in preparing students for
a more just and sustainable future.

CLASSROOM TEACHERS
KIMBERLEY BONDER: KINDERGARTEN TEACHER
Kimberley joined Cottonwood in 2019. She had spent the previous ten years teaching
preschool through third grade at Trillium Charter School with the last three years in a K/1
blended classroom. Kimberley is committed to relationship-based education and inclusive
classroom practices. She became interested in place-based education while working
with a colleague who did their student teaching at The Cottonwood School. The next year
Kimberley devoted her time to a year long study with her students of Washington Park and
the importance of this place to the Portland Metro community. Kimberley has a BA in Early Childhood
Education and Human Development from Washington State University. In her free time, Kimberley
loves spending time with her daughters, friends and family, reading, hiking and riding her bicycle.

NOELLE EATON: 1st/2nd GRADE TEACHER
Noelle joined Cottonwood in 2017. In the six years prior, she taught pre-k through third
grade in both public and private school settings. Noelle also teaches acting classes at
Oregon Children’s Theater. She received both her BA and Master in Education from
Portland State University. When she isn’t teaching, she spends her time acting on stage
and in film, camping, backpacking, hiking, and adventuring with her dog, Lady Bird.

ANGIE O’BRIEN: 1st/2nd GRADE TEACHER
Angie joined CSCS in 2016 and came to us after teaching a first, second, and third
grade blend at The Ivy School in Portland. Originally from Southeast Idaho, Angie
moved to Portland in 2005 and later earned her Masters of Education from Portland
State University. Angie has held a variety of roles in education from coaching to being
an instructor at Mad Science, but has especially enjoyed working with young children.
She loves their strong sense of curiosity and contagious joy for life. Angie’s commitment to crafting
learning experiences that are hands-on and require creative thinking have found a natural fit in
place-based education and the Storyline method. When not teaching, Angie loves to fill her time
with reading, painting, kayaking, and catching up with friends and family.

FAWN MOROSKY: 3RD GRADE TEACHER
Fawn’s teaching journey began at our school as a student teacher for Sarah Anderson
while earning her Master’s in elementary education at Antioch University. While there, she
specialized in integrated learning with an emphasis on science and environmental
education. She then spent four years teaching a blended 2/3 class at Trillium Charter
School and rejoined the staff of CSCS in 2018 where she has been committed to creating
engaging and relevant projects that connect students to their place. She is passionate
about building strong relationships with students and creating a collaborative and inclusive classroom
community.

DANIEL ENBERG: 4th/5th GRADE TEACHER
Daniel joined CSCS in 2018 and has a Masters in Education from Portland State
University. He is passionate about incorporating the arts into each school day,
frequently playing guitar in the classroom. In his free time, he plays jazz guitar and

sometimes performs music around town. He is an avid cyclist and painter and has put his art degree
to use by self-publishing a children’s picture book.

MORGEN KELM: 4th/5th GRADE TEACHER
Morgen came to CSCS in 2016 from the Creative Science School in Portland. Prior to her
time at Creative Science, Morgen received her Master’s degree in Education from
Portland State University, and had the opportunity to teach in a variety of educational
settings as a substitute teacher for Portland Public Schools. She has experience with the
Storyline method, and strives to find authentic and engaging ways to integrate grade
level content across the curriculum. An avid fan of the game of soccer (football), Morgen enjoys
playing weekly on her adult co-ed team and also looks forward to attending Portland Timbers games
with her husband and son. As a native Portlander, she also loves a variety of outdoor activities
including hiking, biking, and snowboarding.

LISA COLOMBO: 6th GRADE TEACHER
Lisa joined the teaching team at CSCS in 2007. Prior to that she worked with the Oregon
Museum of Science and Industry (OMSI) where for four years she developed science
curriculum and taught students of all ages around the state. Her love of science and
exploration began back in Michigan where she and her sister would explore their
neighborhood, looking for insects and tinkering in their father’s work shed. That interest
would take her to study at the University of Michigan where she discovered she had a talent for
teaching and received a Bachelor of Arts in Education with High Distinction. She recently completed
her Master’s degree at Concordia. She has taught in a variety of educational settings from large
group assemblies, which encouraged a love of theater, to small group classrooms, where she can
give individualized attention. Her strong science background is accented by a passion for storytelling,
folklore & mythology from around the world. Inspired by those tales, she creates visual art, plays with
the Stumptown-Jug Thumpers as a washboard player, and is learning how to make puppets. Lisa
brings her enthusiasm and talents into the classroom and loves discovering and honing the talents
and skills of each of her students.

CHRIS WYLAND: 7th/8th GRADE TEACHER
Chris joined the staff as the 7/8 Math and Science teacher in 2014. Chris received his
Bachelor’s degree in Biology Education from Ithaca College. He has completed
Master’s level work in Educational Technology at Walden University. He spent four years
teaching Middle School science at Lower Manhattan Community School in New York
City. Chris feels that every interaction and situation presents an opportunity to learn. He
has a passion for outdoor education and learning through community. Chris believes that knowing
the children we teach is as important as knowing the content we teach.

MCLEAN CANNON: 7th/8th GRADE TEACHER
McLean came to Cottonwood in the fall of 2019 as a teacher candidate in Morgen’s 4/5
classroom, before moving to the middle school in 2020. He recently earned his Masters in
Education from Portland State and works to incorporate music, theater, and storytelling in
the classroom each day. Prior to his time at CSCS, McLean served as a classroom assistant
and after school teacher at The Ivy School, a summer camp instructor/Earth Mage at
Trackers Earth, after school care bus driver, field educator at an environmental non-profit,
and Expressive Arts Program Coordinator. Originally from Juneau, Alaska, McLean enjoys
backpacking, playing the guitar, looking at maps, creating art, sports, video editing, playing board
games, long road trips, and crossword puzzles with his morning coffee.

AMANDA MCADOO: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Amanda joined the faculty at The Cottonwood School in Fall 2010 as the kindergarten
teacher. During the 2014/15 school year she began her transition into administration,
becoming the Executive Director in 2016. After being away from Portland for 22 years,
Amanda returned to her hometown of Portland in 2008 to raise her two boys. She
received her BA in Sociology from Pitzer College, and a Masters Degree of Education
from the Claremont Graduate School. With her degrees in hand she has taught in a
number of small alternative schools, designed a successful children’s clothing line
using recycled materials, and started her own place-based school in rural Montana.
Amanda believes strongly in the power of place-based education and getting children out from
behind their desks and into active, hands-on learning! She loves children and is enthusiastic about the
outdoors, her community, family, cooking and crafts.

SUSAN HATHAWAY: ACADEMIC DIRECTOR
Susan joined the teaching staff of the Cottonwood School in 2012. She has over 15
years of teaching experience spanning grades two through six in both public and
private schools. In 2018 she joined the administrative team as Academic Director and
is enjoying supporting staff and students in this role. Susan received her Masters of
Education from the University of Pennsylvania and found her way to Oregon as the
result of marrying a native Oregonian. She spent most of her childhood living outside
the United States mostly in Brazil and Belgium. As an adult she has also lived in Russia.
These international experiences have helped her develop a strong appreciation for other cultures
and viewpoints. When not at school, she enjoys travelling to new places whenever she can. She is an
avid reader and helps to promote this with students through participation in Battle of the Books.

SARAH ANDERSON:FIELDWORK
COORDINATOR

AND

PLACE-BASED

CURRICULUM

Sarah K. Anderson, previously our 7th/8th teacher specializing in language arts and
social studies, was originally lured to Oregon by its waterfalls. She spent most of her
childhood exploring rivers and forests near her rural Vermont home- experiences
which provided inspiration for a passion for nature and all things wild. After
graduating with a degree in American Studies from Bard College in New York, Sarah
served as an AmeriCorps volunteer for Metro Parks and Greenspaces in Portland,
worked as a crew leader at an educational farm in Vermont, and was a Teacher
Naturalist in the California Redwoods and a Middle School Humanities teacher at The
Key School in Annapolis, Maryland. Sarah received a Masters of Education from
Antioch New England Graduate School, where she specialized in integrated and place-based
education. In her free time Sarah enjoys knitting, hiking, pickling, reading good books, and climbing
waterfalls.

Curriculum Map Social Studies and Science (Place-based Units)
Place-based projects at the Cottonwood School are grounded in the history,
environment, and people of Portland and the Pacific Northwest. Each trimester
concentrates on key social studies or science concepts. Reading, writing, public
speaking, and geography skills are heavily embedded into the project work. Through
an integrated approach, students go deep into a topic over an extended period of
time. This allows them to learn the complexities of an issue while discovering how
components naturally connect with other concepts. We apply the lenses of social
justice and eco-justice to all units of study.
As students grow, so do the places they study. In kindergarten through second grade,
students focus on family, home, school, and neighborhood. This also includes looking at
local rivers, forests, and mountains. In third grade students reach further back in time to
learn about the ancient history of Oregon, and in fourth and fifth grades, students learn
about United States history as well as the biomes of the Pacific Northwest. Sixth through
eighth grades introduce students to national and global topics while also striking a
balance with local connections. For example, as students learn about globalization in
the seventh and eighth grades, they visit local businesses who sell products
internationally to see how global trade impacts Portland. Coordinating scope in line
with a child’s evolving understanding of the world allows us to create a
developmentally appropriate approach to learning about place.
Our literacy and math programs support our overall place-based curriculum by giving
students the skills they need to complete high-quality, authentic project work. All of our
curriculum correlates with state and national standards and student learning is assessed
in multiple ways in addition to standardized testing.

Curriculum Map
Science
K
1st/2nd
grade

1) Animals in winter
2) Life cycles
Year One
1) Forests
Year Two
1) Plants and Gardening
2) Mountains
3) Rivers and Salmon

3rd grade

4th/5th
grade

1) Geology/Geologic history
2) Native plants

Social Studies
Me, my family, other families,
our community
Year One
1) Neighborhoods and
Community
2) Restaurant Management

1) What is Culture?
2) Cultural botany

Year One:

Year Two:

1) Watersheds and water cycle
Include states of matter

American History

2) Weather and Biomes
-seasons

-

Tribes of Oregon
Early Contact
Celilo Falls

3) Oceans
-Earth, sun, moon
MINI: Electricity and Magnetism unit
6th grade

1)Human Body Unit
2) Chemistry

2) The Civil Rights Movement and
Portland’s Black History

7th/8th
grades

Year one:
1) Ecology: Animal and Ecosystem
interconnectedness

Year one:
1) Bill of rights, first amendment

2) Astronomy: Gravity, Eclipses, Seasons
3) Forces: Newton’s laws, simple
machines

2) Citizenship
- History of “us and them” in
the U.S. and Portland
- Immigration
3) Project Citizen

Year two:
1) Trash

Year two:

2) climate change
3) Magnetism, electricity, energy sources

1) Elections, diplomacy,
leadership (levels of Gov’t)
2) Trade/Global Economy,
World Geography
3) Project Citizen

Curriculum Highlights
Science and Social Studies

Place-based projects at the Cottonwood School are grounded in the history,
environment, and people of Portland and the Pacific Northwest. Each trimester
concentrates on key social studies or science concepts. Reading, writing, public
speaking, and geography skills are heavily embedded into the project work. Through
an integrated approach, students go deep into a topic over an extended period of
time. This allows them to learn the complexities of an issue while discovering how
components naturally connect with other concepts. We apply the lenses of social
justice and eco-justice to all units of study.

Math Curriculum

We adopted Singapore Math for all of our classrooms beginning in the fall of 2014. In
2020 we began a whole school initiative to shift our math instruction to a more
student-centered model. We are also working to integrate math more fully into our
place-based units, providing more authentic experiences where students can apply the
skills they are learning in math.

Social-Emotional Learning

Our staff draws on the Positive Discipline curriculum to help build the social-emotional
skills of students. All classrooms conduct class meetings as a tool for solving problems,
and for practice looking at issues from multiple points of view. We have also adopted a
curriculum from Responsive Classroom called The First Six Weeks of School that lays the
foundation for classroom management and academic performance for the entire
year. The focus is on community-building, respectful student and teacher language,
creating routines, and establishing safe classroom expectations. In 2017, we also
introduced the text The Power of our Words to support school-wide behavioral
guidelines. In addition, our school counselor provides wellness and mindfulness lessons
for all students and works with small groups to help practice social skills.

Art Program

Every student K-5 receives an hour of direct art instruction a week from an arts teacher.
We also have an after school drama program that produces one to two performances
a year which incorporates students from across the grades. We hire a few
artists-in-residents every year to work with classrooms in projects specific to their
curriculum. Our parents consistently support the arts programs through a yearly arts run.
In the fall of 2019, we raised $30,000 for the arts.

Middle School Electives

In 2019 we introduced a new opportunity for middle school students: Electives. Electives
meet for one hour each week. Students choose from a variety of volunteer-run
electives including topics such as ceramics, mixed media art, running, coding, choir,
drama, and ukulele. These change each trimester depending on student interest and
volunteer availability.

Adopt-a-Place Program

Beginning in 2015, Adopt-a-Place has become a cornerstone of our place-based
programming. Each grade level at our school “adopted” a different park or natural
area. The classes visit their place several times over the course of the year; at least two
of the visits are focused on restoration work. Through these experiences, we build more
intimate connections between our students and the natural areas in their community
while giving each grade level a place to extend classroom studies.
Most of the Adopt-a-place properties are managed by Portland Parks and Recreation
(PPR). We have built a strong partnership with the agency over the years: they have
provided dozens of hours of training and education and we have provided hundreds of
hours of service.

A Glimpse into the Classrooms

The following overviews are from past updates written by our fieldwork coordinator

Kindergarten -

Observing the new growth of spring is a great time for our youngest students to learn
about life cycles. During the spring trimester, kindergartners explore three different
hands-on projects related to the topic.
Students incubated chicken eggs in the classroom, with support from Maureen Hosty
and Multnomah County 4-H. Children learned about the different stages of embryo
development, learned the skill of “candling” (holding a light to the egg to see inside),
and recorded observations in their egg journals. All viable eggs hatched in the
classroom and the student had a week to spend with the chicks before the little guys
were adopted by one of the classroom’s families.
Parallel to the chick hatching, students made two visits to Oaks Bottom Wildlife Refuge
to observe tadpoles and baby salamanders in the frog pond. The first visit was led by a

Portland Park and Recreation educator and the follow up trip allowed for students to
monitor frog/salamander growth.
Lastly, students raised caterpillars in their classroom and watched as they spun
chrysalises and emerged as butterflies. To support these observations, traveled to
Willamette Park to visit the Butterfly Garden and once again meet with a Portland Parks
and Recreation educator to learn about the lives of these most beautiful insects. The
kindergarten classroom also housed ladybug larva, courtesy of Multnomah County 4-H,
watched as they transformed into adult beetles, and released them into an ideal
outdoor environment, with lots of aphids nearby.

1st/2nd Grades- Neighborhood Study

In the fall, students began by constructing three-dimensional maps of a neighborhood
in their classrooms; including people, buildings, streets, and transportation. Students
then set out into our school neighborhood to learn more about the essential features.
On their forays, they toured Umpqua Bank, Gray’s Landing apartment building, the
OHSU tram, a fire department downtown, the Central Library, and local parks. They
rode the streetcar and learned more about walking the city sidewalks. Additionally, a
Portland police officer visited the classrooms and Charlene Zidell, from Zidell
Companies, talked to students about her family history and their future development of
the South Waterfront. All through these explorations, students asked the people they
met what community means to them. The answers helped to build students’ own
understanding of community. In the classroom, teachers shared books to support this
learning and contribute diverse perspectives of children living in other urban areas.
After thoroughly exploring our school neighborhood, students discovered that the South
Waterfront does not have a library. They decided to build a Little Free Library, which
several students had seen in their home neighborhoods. Jeff Slinger from Andersen
Construction visited the classrooms to give a quick lesson on essential design features,
and using the list of features, students came up with designs for the folks at Andersen
Construction to build. Among others requests, students asked that the library be
shaped like a house, have a triangle-shaped roof with a chimney, and have a glass
door. The builders created a beautiful structure based on the student drawings and
brought it into school for the children to paint.
The project’s culminating event was the installation of the little library outside our school
gates. Not only has this curricular unit been enriching and educational for the students
to learn about the place where they live, but the students have also provided the
school and neighborhood a service by giving us a Little Free Library. Thank you, 1st and
2nd grades!

3rd Grade- Native Plants

How do geography and the environment influence the way the Indigenous people in
the Pacific Northwest have met their needs since time immemorial? Third graders learn
about several native Oregon plants significant to people in this region, including cedar,
camas, wild rose, Oregon white oak, native blackberry, and more. With help from
Indigenous educators, students learn the basics of phenology and plant ID. The class
travels to two different ecosystems– Tryon Creek Natural Area and Camassia Natural
Area– to learn about the importance of native plants and seasonal rounds.

4th/5th Grades- Watersheds

Ready or not, the rainy season has started. Water is trickling down streets, tumbling
down creeks, and rushing into the Willamette. At the same time, Salmon are struggling
to make it back home.
This fall, our 4th and 5th graders studied the path water takes from the headwaters of
Tryon Creek to the mighty Pacific as the focal point for their unit on the water cycle and
watersheds.
The unit kicked off with a visit from a representative from the Bureau of Environmental
Services who brought in a 3D model of a watershed and answered students’ initial
questions. The next week, the two classes traveled to Tryon Creek State Park on a
particularly rainy day to learn about the Tryon watershed and further investigate water
quality, erosion and the relationship between forest and creek.
Next, students visited the confluence of Tryon Creek and the Willamette River where
they were given a tour by members of the Tryon Creek Watershed Council (TCWC).
While there, classes viewed the 300 foot culvert which connects the creek to the river
and prevents most salmon from accessing spawning ground. TCWC is working with the
Army Corps of Engineers to replace the culvert and requested student assistance in
educating people about the culvert and why it is a problem. Last, students took a trip to
the headwaters of Tryon- now an apartment complex which was co-designed with BES
to be environmentally sustainable- and a journey to the Columbia River Maritime
Museum in Astoria to learn more about the Columbia and see where the river joins the
ocean.
The student’s culminating project was creating materials to help educate other
students about watersheds and the general public about the culvert issue on Tryon
Creek. This project is a remarkable example of how students can learn about
watersheds in a hands-on way while also working side-by-side with community partners
to bring positive change to our ecosystem.

6th Grade- The Civil Rights Movement and Portland’s Black History

How does the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960’s connect to Portland? Didn’t
segregation only happen in the South? Hasn’t Portland always been a “progressive”
city?
If you’re looking for an answer to these questions and more, ask a CSCS 6th grader!
The 6th graders learn about the history of the Civil Rights Movement- from the murder of
Emmett Till to the Selma March. During this time, the class hosts a few guest speakers to
share their expertise and experience: Jacob Tanzer a local Lawyer who volunteered in
Mississippi in the 1960s told his story, Khalid el-Hakim from Detroit came into the class to
share his Black History 101 Mobile Museum, and Erious Johnson from the Department of
Civil Rights in the Oregon Department of Justice presented on Civil Rights issues in
Oregon today.
Next the unit turns to local black history. Using primary documents, students uncover
facts about eight notable topics in Portland’s past and present: the exclusion laws of
the 1800s, the Vanport flood, the passing of Civil Right laws in the 1950s, housing
discrimination, church as community, urban renewal and gentrification, riots in the
1960s, and school segregation. Diane Hess, from the Fair Housing Council of Oregon,
presents to the class, and Ed Washington, former resident of Vanport, shares his
childhood experience, and Margaret Jacobson, a local artist and organizer talks about
race in Portland today. CSCS parent Juli Kirby shares about her experience growing up
in North Portland and being bussed out of her neighborhood for school.
A highlight of the unit is a day-long scavenger hunt of Portland sites relating to black
history. In each location, students read about a significant event that had occurred on
that spot, complete a short journal entry and take photos. During that afternoon,
students see where the Vanport neighborhood had stood before it was wiped out by
flood waters. They also visit a park where a riot broke out in the turbulent days of the
late ‘60s, they stop by the Vancouver Street First Baptist Church, where some of the
largest Civil Rights rallies took place, and they explore the Golden West Hotel, where
many of Portland’s new African-Americans stayed in the late 1890s. They also
investigate Emanuel Legacy Hospital, which had only been built after displacing
hundreds of African-American families in the 1970s. Other stops include Jefferson High
School and the Urban League.
Back in the classroom, the student’s culminating project was working with local
videographer Peter DeLap to create a documentary based on the scavenger hunt
locations. This documentary will be available to educators across the state who want to
teach their students about Portland’s black history.

7th/8th Grades- Globalization and Portland

As a place-based school, we are always looking for ways to lead our students in local
explorations. By the time they reach middle school, students are ready to further
investigate how local issues connect to the bigger picture.
Our 7th and 8th graders search out these local/global connections through their unit on
globalization. As part of this study, students research the “invisible stories” behind several
everyday objects. They also learn about the history of trade including the silk road, the
black plague, and colonialism.
In terms of fieldwork, students travel to Creo Chocolate in the NE for a tour and to learn
about the differences between direct trade and fair trade. New Seasons’ Sellwood
Market hosts them for a tour and discussion about local versus global food sourcing.
Students also visit the Nike campus to hear from Susan Rohol, a trade lawyer, and
another local trade representative. During this visit they have the opportunity to ask
questions and tour the grounds.
Back in the classroom, students demonstrate their learnings through an intensive
journalism project. With the help of professional journalist Garrett Andrews, who serves
as a writer-in-residence, students craft articles about local products or companies who
have global ties. Garrett explains the role of a journalist and gives students tips in
interviewing, organization, and editing. As part of this process, students choose a
company and conduct an interview with someone involved with “their”  local
company or product. At this point, Jenica Caudill of Equal Exchange visits the
classroom to help answer any last questions.
Students then create podcasts based on their articles. To learn more about podcasting,
students visit OPB’s headquarters on Macadam and hear from experts. Mikey Neilson, a
local podcaster, also visits the class to offer examples and tips. As a culmination,
students share their articles and podcasts with the community and the oregon chapter
of the Society of Professional Journalists share selected student articles. This project is a
great example of how social studies, language arts, and local investigations can
combine to help our students make sense of a complicated and timely topic.

Achievement & Engagement

at The Cottonwood School of Civics and Science
Science Test Scores
In our original charter application, we referenced the article, “Closing the Achievement
Gap: Using the Environment as an Integrating Context for Learning.” (Lieberman and
Hoody, 1998). Research from this study shows that place-based learning helps to
improve motivation and performance on standardized test scores. This has proved true
for us, as well. For the past five years, Cottonwood students have consistently scored
higher than average than both PPS and the state of Oregon. Two of these years, our
students achieved a score of over 90%. This is a significant achievement and we credit it
to the success of place-based education.
Student Engagement
One commonly suggested component of the achievement gap is a school’s lack of
relevancy for many students (National Education Association 2017, McNulty and
Quaglia 2017, Bridgeland, Dilulio, & Morison. 2006, 4) Through research conducted by
the Place-Based Education Evaluation Collaborative, students reported being more
engaged in place-based projects versus traditional classroom projects. (Place-based
Education Evaluation Collaborative 2010) Helping students to see a direct connection
between their lives, their school, and their future can keep students interested, which
makes them want to come to school.
Student Surveys
At the end of every school year, our students participate in an ODE on-line survey to
learn more about how they view the school. In the open-response section, students are
asked, “What do you like about this school?” Each year we receive many responses
from students who report how much they enjoy the fieldwork. Some students refer to
place-based education specifically. Here are a few direct quotes from the 2016 survey:
“I like that in this school it is a hands-on learning school which helps me learn easier.”
“It’s not just a sit down and do work school. It’s partly that, but it’s also a go outside and
do stuff school.”
“[I like how] nature based it is and how we are always out and about.”
It is clear that our place-based mission is helping kids stay engaged, an essential step in
increasing academic performance and high-school graduation rates.
Attendance
Another measure of student engagement is attendance. For the past few years, our
school-wide student attendance rate has been 95% or over. Because place-based
learning is fun, our students want to be in school.

Questions for a current parent?

These parents have volunteered to answer them ...

CSCS Parent Contact List for Prospective Parents
Parent Name

Grade Level(s)
of their Student

Phone Number

Email Address

Melissa Allen

5th & 8th

(323)251-9128

melissaallen7@yahoo.com

Nate Orton

4th

(503)754-1335

nateorton@gmail.com

Christine Bravo

5th and 8th

(503)729-2849

christinenbravo@gmail.com

Robin Warner

6th

(503)887-6096

radrobin@gmail.com

Page Winograd

1st & 3rd

(503)593-0393

pgbender@icloud.com

Ernestina Fuenmayor
Machado

1st, 7th &
incoming
Kindergartener

(971)506-1714

ernestinaf@gmail.com

Monica Zeigler

Kindergartner,
1st

(512)665-0979

monicazeigler@gmail.com

Lisa Nguyen

Kindergartner,
3rd

(408)905-9703

lisanguyen921@gmail.com

Notes

